Abstract: The thrust of this study was to determine the effects on Government oriented programmes (GOP
Nigerians and improve the foreign exchange earnings base of the country. Nigerian women are generally credited with being energetic, industrious and enterprising. They constitute a significant agricultural workforce to be reckoned with in the economic development of the nation. This study therefore sought to determine the impact of the various government programmes on agricultural productivity among women farmers in Ekiti and Enugu States of the country.
Research Questions
The following research questions were drawn and answered in the study.
1.
What are the various government programmes which women-farmers have benefited from in Ekiti and Enugu States?
2.
What are the impact of government programmes on agricultural productivity among women farmers in Ekiti and Enugu States?
3.
What are the roles and involvement of government programmes in agricultural productivity in Ekiti and Enugu States?
Hypothesis
The study answered the following hypothesis at p 0.05 level of significance. Ho1 there is no significant relationship in the mean ratings of young and adult women-farmers on the impact of government oriented programmes on agricultural productivity in Ekiti and Enugu States, Nigeria.
II. Methodology
The design of the study was a descriptive survey research method. The population consisted of 200 adults and 120 young women farmers in Ekiti and Enugu States of Nigeria. They were purposely sampled for the 32 local government areas of the 2 states. Ten (10) women farmers were purposely selected from each of the local government areas, making 320 respondents
Instrument for Data Collection
Three structured questionnaire containing 41 items were used to elicit information from the respondents on a 5 point Likert scale of Strongly Agree, Agree, Neutral, Disagree and Strongly Agree. The instrument reliability coefficient of 0.87 was obtained using the Cronbach's alpha at 0.05 level of significant. The questionnaires were hand delivered to the respondents. A return rate of 100% was recorded.
Data Analysis
The data generated was subjected to analysis using percentage, mean standard deviation and Spearman Rank Correlation Coefficient (r) were used to calculate the relationship between the opinion of adult and young women farmers. The hypotheses were tested at P≥ 0. 05 level of significance. The result in Table 1 shows that the respondents have benefitted from seven (7) out of the thirteen (13) government-oriented programmes (% YES≥ 50). They opined not to have benefitted from 6 out of the thirteen (13) government programmes, (% NO≤ 49).
Findings

Research Question 2.
What are the impact of government programmes on agricultural productivity among women farmers in Ekiti and Enugu States? Table 2 reveals that the respondents ranked item 1-10 high x ≥ 3.49 and item 11-12 as low x ≤ 3.49. They agreed most that government oriented programmes should continued (x= 4.67, SD= 0.086.) Cut-off point for Agree = X ≥3.49
Research Question 3`
What are the roles and involvement of government oriented programmes on agricultural productivity among women farmers in Ekiti and Enugu States? Table 3 reveals the government programmes have improved the life of the women farmers (X=4.76, SD= 0.46), provided market for sales of agricultural products (X≤4.68, SD= 0.48) and provided loan in cash or kind to assist farming activities X= 4.62j SD= 0.49). The farmers opined that they have benefited from 12 out of sixteen (16) benefits of government programmes. Cut-off point for Agree = X_> 3.49.
Ho1. There is no significant relationship in the mean ratings of young and adult women farmers on impact of government oriented programmes on agricultural productivity in Ekiti and Enugu States. Table 4 reveals a strong relationship r-value of 2.79 is greater than the critical r-value of 1.29 at 0.05 level of significance. Thus, the hypothesis is rejected.
III. Discussion of Findings
Results presented in Table 1 shows that the farmers have benefitted from 7 out of the thirteen (13) governments -oriented programmes. According to Adekoya (2010) successive government in Nigeria were not oblivious of the problems of farmers and the grinding poverty in Nigeria. They have attempted to deal with the scourge by establishing various agricultural oriented programmes such as the Operation Feed the Nation of the yester years and the current National Poverty Eradication Programme. The farmers might have benefitted from only few of the programmes because of the fact that in most cases the multidimensional nature of poverty and agricultural production are ignored, and such programmes usually focus on one item in a chain.
Results presented in Table 2 reveals that out of the twelve (12) items presented as impact of government oriented programmes on agricultural productivity, only ten (10) received a mean of 3.49 and above. The respondents agreed that the programmes have improved their output per area of farmland; hence, the programmes have changed their life. The finding is in consonant with Olumilua (1992) statement that involvement of women in food production will enhance rural development and encourage mass food production. Hence the women farmers agreed that government oriented programmes should continue.
From the results presented in Table 3 it was agreed that government oriented programmes have improved the life of the rural women and provided markets for their products. This is supported by Simon (1976) and in agreement with one of the goals of State Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (SEED) that the formation of women organisation plays important roles in promoting women opportunities for socioeconomic development, improved way of living, adequate food and more knowledge.
The results from Table 4 show that there is a strong relationship between the opinion of adult and young women farmers in agriculture about the impact of government-oriented programme on agricultural productivity among women who are engaged in farming in Enugu and Ekiti States. The relatively low standard deviation of the two groups is an indication that the respondents' opinions are favourable to the programmes. According to Babangida, (1991) women oriented agricultural programmes was oriented to make women to be self reliant and contribute positively to agricultural development of the country. For example one of the main objectives of the Better Life Programme were to improve the standard of living of rural women, boost agricultural productivity and increase the number of small scale agro industries in the country. An inference from this is that the traditional focus of all government programmes are meant to improve the conditions of Nigerians and increase agricultural productivity among other reasons.
IV. Conclusion
Based on the results obtained in the study, the following conclusions were drawn: that governmentoriented women programme for agriculture should continue. Both the adult and young women agreed that the programmes have drastically improved their methods of farming and ways of coping with rural life. It was discovered that the GOP provided good market for sales of agricultural products and encouraged the establishment of agriculture projects to enhance production agriculture among women in both Ekiti and Enugu States.
Recommendations
Based on the findings of this study, it was recommended that 1. Government should provide and encourage rural women to attend adult literacy education programmes, training sections and workshop on agricultural practices at least to receive minimum education, so that the women can be literate and be able to increase their productivity and skills. 2. Fertilizers and agricultural chemicals should be made available for the women-farmers' use. 3. Government agricultural programmes should be subjected to periodic evaluation and replanning. The programmes should have stable policy, streamlined, be continuous and made rural-based.
